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sample of ageing dementia with hearing loss.
Dementia with hearing loss (DwHL) is a common
and frequent sequela to Alzheimer's disease (AD)
and Lewy body disease (LBD). If a link with AD, LBD,
or with the neurological manifestations of
mitochondrial complex 1 deficiency (C1D) and
deficiency of the ATP synthase (ATP) remains to be
proven, it is not known if mitochondrial genome
mutations are important in the pathogenesis of this
disorder. In a population sample with chronic
idiopathic bilateral sensorineural hearing loss, we
sequenced the mitochondrial genome of a panel of
64 clinically defined individuals with clinical signs of
AD, LBD, and C1D. The most frequent mutation,
16168A > G in the NADH dehydrogenase (ND)6
gene, was found in 8.7% of patients, i.e. in 4.2% of
those who fulfilled clinical and neuropathological
criteria for C1D. The other mutations found in the
ND6 gene, 16180T > G 50b96ab0b6
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